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UM LAW SCHOOL STARTS NEW LECTURE SERIES
MISSOULA—
A leading expert on constitutional law will present the inaugural Judge James R.
Browning Distinguished Lecture in Law at The University of Montana. The lecture will be
held at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 28, in the School of Law Castles Center. The event is free
and open to the public.
Professor Michael Gerhardt, the Arthur B. Hanson Professor of Constitutional Law at
the College of William and Mary School of Law, will present a lecture titled “Crisis and
Constitutionalism. ” It will clarify the relationship between different kinds of crises in our
system of government - presidential impeachment, electoral disputes and war - and our
national commitment to written constitutionalism.
Gerhardt has published extensively in the area of constitutional law. He is the author of
“The Federal Appointments Process,” “The Federal Impeachment Process: A Constitutional
and Historical Analysis” and “Constitutional Theory: Arguments and Perspectives.” His
articles also have appeared in numerous highly regarded journals and law reviews.
During President Bill Clinton’s impeachment proceedings, Gerhardt consulted widely
with members of Congress and the media. He was the only joint witness to testily before the
House Judiciary Committee in its special hearing on the scope of the impeachable offenses, and
he served throughout most of the proceedings as CNN’s designated expert on the federal
-more-

Lawlctur.rl—2
impeachment process.
Gerhardt also served as a consultant to both the White House Counsel’s Office for the
confirmation of Justice Stephen Breyer and the National Commission on Judicial Discipline
and Removal. Most recently, he has been asked by a bipartisan organization, the Constitutional
Project of Washington, D.C., to coordinate a review of anti-terrorist measures and their
potential first amendment implications.
The School of Law’s new lecture series honors Judge Browning of the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals. A 1941 graduate of UM ’s law school, Browning served with distinction for
12 years as chief judge of the 9th Circuit, the largest federal circuit court of appeals in the
nation, where he is credited with reorganizing and modernizing the court’s administration.
Before joining the court, Browning served as clerk of the U.S. Supreme Court. In 1991
he received the coveted Edward J. Devitt Award for Distinguished Service to Justice. In
September 2001, the State Bar of Montana gave Browning its highest award, the William J.
Jameson Award. Browning also was a member of the first editorial board of the Montana Law
Review and ultimately served as the review’s editor-in-chief.
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